
Dear Neighbor,

Th e 2008 legislative session has come to a close. Despite the discouraging 

fi scal picture that emerged in the waning days, we remained committed 

to the funding established in our historic biennial budget passed last 

session. Accordingly, Connecticut residents will continue to see major 

investments in local schools, roads, health care, school readiness, 

municipal aid, criminal justice programs, and other vital needs.

Moreover, while we held the line on any new spending, we were 

able to fi nd ways to help the people of our state by enacting long-

needed reforms in our criminal justice system, health care, consumer 

protection, and the environment.

Please take a moment to read about some of these initiatives. As 

always, I welcome your views on these and other issues important to 

you. Please feel free to contact me at 1-800-842-1420 ext. 0189, or at 

Crisco@senatedems.ct.gov.

 Sincerely,

 Joe Crisco

 State Senator

 State Senator

 Joseph J.
   Crisco, Jr.
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I’m proud to 

represent the 

17th Senate District:

Ansonia, Beacon 

Falls, Bethany, 

Derby, Hamden, 

Naugatuck & 

Woodbridge

 This newsletter has been printed 

on 100% post-consumer recycled 

paper manufactured entirely with 

Green-e certifi ed wind-generated 

electricity. Please recycle when done.

A Victory For Volunteer Firefi ghters 
Cities and towns with volunteer fi refi ghting companies often lack adequate 

coverage during the daytime hours. For that reason, I fought for legislation that 

would allow professional fi refi ghters to volunteer their services to hometown 

fi re companies when they are not on paid duty. Now, residents in all 

17th District towns can rest assured of adequate staffi  ng of their volunteer 

fi refi ghting companies should an emergency arise.

More State Aid For Our Towns
I worked to ensure that all my towns receive their fair share of state funding. Th e 

total statutory formula grants to my towns total more than $92.5 million, which 

represents an increase of more than $3.5 million over the previous year. Total 17th 

District funding and reimbursements from the state for 2008-2009 are as follows:

Fiscal Year 08–09

Total Education Grants $83,466,973

Town Aid Road Fund Grant $1,156,324

Mashantucket Pequot & Mohegan Fund Grant $2,582,052

Local Capital Improvement Program (LoCIP) $1,097,471

Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) $4,503,525

Total $92,806,345

State Funding: All 17th District towns received major state funding and 

special grants in 2008, which includes funding for playgrounds and nature trails.

ANSONIA
$50,000 for roadway and pedestrian lighting improvements
$90,000 Emmet O’Brien Technical High School
$20,000 Recreation Fields

BEACON FALLS
$25,000 Town Hall renovations
$105,000 Pent Road recreation complex improvements

BETHANY
$120,000 New Bethany Community School playground
$10,000 Center Station Revitalization

DERBY
$27,500 Computer Assisted Mass Appraisal system
$250,000 Downtown redevelopment
$25,000 Derby Fire Department

HAMDEN

$5,000 Computer Assisted Mass Appraisal system
$10 million Newhall remediation
$102,633 High Meadows
$20,000 Hamden Arts Commission
$25,000 Hamden Police Department

NAUGATUCK
$75,000 Renaissance Place
$25,000 Public housing renovations
$50,000 Salem School recreation facilities

WOODBRIDGE $50,000 New Firehouse

YOU’RE INVITED

17th District 
Senior Fair
Thursday, October 2, 2008
11:00AM—2:00PM

Fighting the High Cost of Gasoline & Energy
We all know that the cost of fuel is sky-high—aff ecting how much 

you pay for gas and groceries. While we can’t stop fuel prices from 

rising, we can prevent tax increases from further driving up the 

cost. Th is June, we said NO to a scheduled increase in the gross 

receipts tax. By blocking this tax hike, we’re hoping to save you a 

few cents on each gallon, and that adds 

up. We’re also taking action to help 

seniors and working families 

survive the high cost of the 

looming home heating oil season.



▲

CALLING FOR 

HEALTH CARE POOLING

I attended a Capitol rally 

with Senator Looney and 

Secretary of the State 

Susan Bysiewicz to urge 

Governor Rell

to sign an important 

health care pooling bill 

into law. This bill would 

create The Connecticut 

Healthcare Partnership 

which would allow 

municipalities, small 

business and nonprofits 

to voluntarily join the 

state employee health 

insurance plan. The 

possible reduction in 

health care costs to 

towns would benefit 

property tax payers. 

As of this writing, 

the governor has 

indicated that she will 

veto this bill.

Allowing More Seniors 
to Receive Care at Home
Many seniors who require long-term 

care would prefer to receive that 

care in their own home or with a 

relative caregiver. A federal program 

called “Money Follows the Person” 

allows Medicaid funds to ‘follow the 

patient’ from nursing homes to more 

personalized settings. Connecticut can 

now enroll 700 seniors in the program, 

but we expanded the state program to 

accommodate up to 5,000 persons.

Improving 
Hospital Staffi  ng
In an eff ort to ensure that patients 

receive the care and attention they 

deserve during a hospital stay, we 

passed a new law requiring hospitals 

to formalize staffi  ng protocols for 

nurses. Each facility must make 

available to the state Department 

of Public Health its plan to ensure 

nursing coverage that will provide 

maximum direct patient care. 

Criminal Justice Reforms
My colleagues and I took strong 

and decisive action in response to 

recent horrifi c events. We created 

the new crime of “home invasion,” 

which carries a mandatory 10-year 

minimum jail term, and created 

a full-time, professional Board of 

Pardons and Parole. We doubled 

and tripled prison sentences for the 

most violent of criminals. At the 

ENHANCING INSURANCE 
COVERAGE
I successfully fought for a package of insurance 

legislation that benefi ts consumers, businesses, 

families, physicians and patients, and also 

reforms some insurance practices:

Autism: �  Provides insurance coverage for 

autism spectrum disorder therapies, 

including physical, speech and occupational 

therapy services.

Captive Insurance Market Established:  �

Encourages economic development by 

attracting companies that off er high paying 

jobs, and pay taxes on premiums.

Small Business Health Insurance Plans: �  

Allows employers of 10 or fewer eligible 

employees to purchase a special health 

insurance plan for a maximum of 3 years. 

Healthcare Provider Profi les:  � Provides the 

public with profi les on dentists, chiropractors, 

and other health care providers, in addition to 

physicians.

Mental Health Benefi ts: �  Eliminates the 

requirement of a three-day hospital stay in 

order for children and adolescents to qualify 

for mental health insurance coverage at a 

residential treatment center, and extends 

such coverage to adults. 

Physicians Network: �  Protects physicians and 

patients when an insurance company sells or 

rents its contracted network of physician fees 

and services to another entity. 

Automobile Repair Shops: �  Requires 

consumers to be informed of their right to 

choose an automobile repair shop and 

prohibits an insurer from requiring a 

person to use a specifi c shop.

State Senator Joe Crisco 17th District

LEGISLATIVE ACCOMPLISHMENTS

From left: Jerold R. Mande, Associate Director for Policy; Dr. Joanne Wiedhass (both of the Yale School of Medicine, Yale 
Cancer Center); Senator Joe Crisco. 

Bio-Medical Research Fund
“A Major Breakthrough in Lung Cancer Research”
As creator of the Bio-Medical Research Fund, I’m proud to report that funding 

from this program led to exciting developments in cancer research. Dr. Joanne 

Weidhaas  and her collaborator, Dr. Frank Slack, faculty members at the Yale 

School of Medicine, Yale Cancer Center were awarded the grant in order to 

investigate the role of a novel class of gene regulators—microRNAs—in the 

origination and development of lung cancer and the potential of that molecule for 

screening and prevention therapy. Dr. Weidhaas calls her fi ndings a “major 

breakthrough in lung cancer research.” (Dr. Weidhaas’s paper is expected to be 

published in a major medical journal in the near future.)

I secured special funding from the Tobacco Settlement Fund for research into 

tobacco-related illnesses, hoping that investigations made possible by even a relatively 

small grant could bring us one step closer to reducing disease and death from tobacco 

use. I fi nd it gratifying that a grant from the Bio-Medical Fund allowed Dr. Weidhaas 

to achieve that goal, and I applaud her signifi cant fi ndings.  

Protecting Homeowners
and Our Economy
As vice-chairman of the Banks Committee, 

I worked for passage of legislation designed to 

keep families in their homes and protect our 

state’s economy from the subprime mortgage 

crisis. Th e successful legislation: 

Creates the Homeowner’s Equity Recovery Opportunity (HERO) loan program,  �

which allows the Connecticut Housing Finance Authority (CHFA) to purchase 

home loans from lenders and place eligible borrowers on aff ordable payment 

schedules for 30-year fi xed-rate mortgages.

Re-initiates the state’s Emergency Mortgage Assistance Program. �

Gives CHFA the authority to purchase foreclosed homes to create aff ordable  �

and supportive housing.

Creates a foreclosure mediation program for lenders and borrowers. �

Creates new restrictions and licensing requirements for mortgage lenders and  �

brokers to prevent predatory lending practices in the future.

same time we gave criminal justice 

professionals the $10 million needed 

to enhance public safety. Th e money 

will be used to prosecute repeat 

off enders, track sexual off enders, hire 

more investigators and probation 

offi  cers, and increase funding for 

prisoner re-entry programs.

Closing Sexual 
Off ender Loopholes
We passed legislation that prohibits a 

sex off ender from changing his or her 

name without fi rst notifying the public 

safety commissioner, and requiring the 

sex off ender to sign a sworn affi  davit 

that they are not seeking to avoid the 

legal consequences of their criminal 

conviction. Regardless of any possible 

name change, all sex off enders must 

still provide the state police with 

their name, address, date of birth, 

and other personal information.

Protecting the 
Environment: Global 
Warming Solutions
Connecticut has once again shown 

that it is a leader in environmental 

protection with the passage of 

a bill that creates a timeline and 

targets for Connecticut to reduce its 

greenhouse gas emissions. Under the 

new law, Connecticut must reduce its 

greenhouse gas emissions to at least 10 

percent below 1990 levels by January 

1, 2020, and to at least 80 percent 

below 2001 levels by January 1, 2050.


